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iemember Francis Gary Powers, the for-

wer .S, Air Force lieutenant whose ¢ap- -

fure hy Russia on May 1, 1960, brought
the U2 airplane into the news and bladted
r P'aris conference into oblivion when Pre-
mier Khrushchev refused to have any fur-
ther dealings with President Eisenhower.

The mystéry about Powers was what hap-
nened to his plane. The cbvious surmise
was that it had been shot oyt of the air
hy the Russians. A Russian government
spokesman said this had been made possible
by a *remarkdble .new rogket” and that
Premier Khruskchev himself had given the
firing order. o : -

This was pooh-poohied in the United States,
which asserted no such rockel existed; that
Powers had been.flying too high (more than
65.000 feet) 16" be hit. Moreover, he had
heen captured alive and the Russians had
manv identifiable parfs of his airplane on
dispiav,
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. One Mystery Cleared Up

.. The myslery never was cleared up. Iis
~eyistence was the hasis of suspicion that
. something peculiar accounted for Powers’
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capture. This was cleared up to the satis-
faction of the Central Intelligence Agency
last March, when it said its questioning of
Powers after his release from prison in Rus-
sia established that his plane had been dis-
abled by a rocket that damaged the plane’s

“tail assembly.

The body of Maj. Rudolph Anderson.
whose U2 was shot down by Russian “tech-
nicians” over Cuba, was returncd fo the
United States last weekend. No longer is
there anything to discuss- about the way
U2 planes can be destroyed. Rockets guided
by a system that is sénsitive to heat can
seck out high-flying jets and cripple them.

The people wha said terrible things about
Francis Gary Powers for escaping with his
life presumably fecl better about Maj. An.,
derson, who wasn'l so fortunale. /
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